
Wappingers Central School District Legislative Action Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
3:00 p.m. – Public Session 

Roy C. Ketcham HS - Library 
 

Legislative Action Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendees: Rob Rubin, Eddy Sloshower, John Lumia (arrived 3:18 p.m.),  

Allison Conti (arrived 3:15 p.m.), Corey Valle (RCK), Marla Litsky (JJ) 
Absent: Cheryl Migatz  
Public: There was one member of the public present. 

 
 

1. Chairman Rob Rubin called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.  
 

2. Approve Minutes - The Committee reviewed the January 29 minutes.  
Motion to approve the minutes of the January 29 meeting. 
Motion by Eddy Sloshower, second by Marla Litsky 
Yes:  Rob Rubin, Eddy Sloshower, Marla Litsky, Corey Valle 
Motion Carried. 
 

3. Begin to work on items, as approved by the Board of Education 
Mr. Rubin began with speaking about what the Board of Education had 
approved on February 24 meeting regarding items for the charter. 
 

● Unfunded Mandates  
● Mental Health & Student Safety  
● Funding of Special Education Services 
● Tracking of local, state, federal legislation which will have a 

significant impact on the education of our students 
 
Discussion on Unfunded Mandates 
Mr. Sloshower explained the difference between an unfunded mandate and 
mandates which are funded by State and the Federal governments.  He 
explained how mandates are initiated by law and regulation with or without 
funding to support the initiatives. 
 



Mr. Rubin explained about a variety of courses at BOCES and the mandates 
associated with them and how we have to pay or defer the cost in order to 
comply with the mandates. 

 
Ms. Litsky asked about what are some mandates and Mr. Sloshower explained 
some and how they work.  (He used examples of both general and special 
education and how they impact budgets.) Mrs. Conti also provided some 
examples of mandates which would fall under special education. 
 
Mr. Rubin shared that the new Federal Transparency Reporting requirement is a 
mandated reporting of the district budget by breaking all funding down to the 
building level.  
 
Mr. Rubin shared that the State mandated school counselors be assigned for 
every 600 students in the schools.  However, there was no additional funding 
provided to the district to meet this mandate.  
 
Mental Health & Student Safety 
The Committee discussed this item in relation to the purpose of the committee. 
 
Funding of Special Education Services 
Mr. Sloshower explained how there is legislation that addresses shifting the 
burden of special education services onto the parents rather than the school 
district. Mrs. Conti and Mr. Sloshower explained that students with disabilities 
have a legal right to a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).  Students who 
have disabilities must be given a chance to learn, the same as general education 
students. 
 
Tracking of local, state, federal legislation which will have a significant 
impact on the education of our students 
The Committee discussed whether this item would cover any legislation that 
came up in either the Assembly or the Senate that affect the district. (He asked 
Mrs. Johnson since she spoke on this at the Board of Education meeting and she 
did confirm that it would encompass any new legislature that might come up 
during this school year without having to ask the Board to review it.) 
 
Mrs. Conti asked to have a moment to speak about the Dyslexia bills that she 
submitted to the Committee and to the Board. She explained that the three bills 
that she shared would fall under many of the goals approved by the Board.  



She explained that the bills would increase the unfunded mandates already in 
existence.  The first bill concerns the cost to the school district for continued 
training of staff in dyslexia.  Due to staff turn over, the district would incur a cost 
every year as there is always going to be turn over of staff.  This would result in 
forever paying out each year for training.  Whereas if every teacher is required, 
during their studies toward certification is mandated to take this training, then 
the district would not bear the cost. 
 
The next item on those bills was regarding screening.  The current bill on the 
floor would require an exorbitant amount of time and resources to screen every 
single student for reading issues.  She wants to look at how a questionnaire to 
parents can help red flag those that truly need the screening. 
  
Mr. Rubin asked if there was a  consensus on drafting a letter. 
 
Mr. Lumia asked if the Committee would like Mr. Zipp to provide information 
about this topic first. Mrs. Conti explained she has all the links and the research 
along with a draft letter on the current bills being proposed in the legislature. 
 
Mr. Sloshower asked Mrs. Conti to gather the links, the information, and draft 
letters (one related to training and one related to screening) to share with the 
Committee at the next meeting. 

 
Mr. Rubin will ask Ms. Pedro to e-mail the LHEC 2020 Advocacy Agency 
information to the committee members.  

 
4.  Schedule next meeting - Mr. Rubin will ask Ms. Pedro to send a doodle survey 

to committee members for a meeting at the beginning of March. 
 

5.  Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 3:58 p.m. 
 


